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A Fragmented Orchard, Kirchberg

Developer:  Fonds d’urbanisation et d’aménagement du Plateau de Kirchberg   Landscape Architect:  OKRA Landscape 
Architects   Location:  Kirchberg, Luxemburg, the Netherlands   Site Area: 28,000m2   Contributed Coordinator: Yalin 
Zhang   Contributed by: OKRA Landscape Architects   Photographer: OKRA Landscape Architects

The orchard stands in a fragmented layout of squares 

and passages organized in a grid system together with buildings and 

private parcels. The jury awarded the strong identity that the project 

introduce for this part of the Plateau of Kirchberg and also the gesture 

towards the rigid atmosphere of the buildings.

Project Background
Kirchberg is  a quar ter  in  nor th-eastern 
Luxembourg City, in southern Luxembourg. 
Like Luxembourg-City, Kirchberg has a general 
oceanic climate, marked by high precipitation, 
particularly in late summer. However, the slope 
and height of the area accounts for occasional 
deeper temperatures, more frequent fog and 
enhanced precipitations in both rain and snow.

The designers of OKRA are intrigued by this 
area of tension and are on a constant search 
for surprising solutions. OKRA thought of how to 
give the fragmented neighbourhood a consistent 
identity of its own. As the area lacked a clear 
programme, OKRA chose to come up with their 
personal programme for an ‘urban orchard’. 
By planting apple and pear trees, OKRA has 
attempted to create cohesion between the 
scattered spaces and buildings. Thus the theme 
of the ‘edible city’ gives this public space its 
coherence. 

Localized Design Features
Designing public space is an ongoing quest 
for harmony between the best solution for the 
demands of today and the ability to change. 
Society is subject to perpetual changes. It is an 
essential part of our lives and of our society. This 
goes hand in hand with constant shifts in the 
spatial reflections of this society, in our physical 
environment. Designing the transformation of 
space is therefore an essential theme for a 
dynamic society. As landscape architects and 
urban and regional planners, OKRA sees this as 
the core of our work. 

Edible Landscape
By planting apple and pear trees, OKRA has 
attempted to create cohesion between the 
scattered spaces and buildings. Thus the theme 
of the ‘edible city’ gives this public space its 
coherence. The urban orchard consists of many 
little orchards, each with its own atmosphere – but 
everywhere passers-by are invited to pick the fruit.

Gradual Changing Planting
A gradual change in the types and the densities 
of plantation creates a high quality link between 
the higher part of the district, more business 
and urban a-like, and the southern part, more 
natural, leading towards the Klosengroendchen 
park. Different atmospheres of orchard are 
created to provide a specific sense of place 
to each areas of the new district. A network of 
lines bind the different pieces of public space 
in order to create a narrative and spatial link 
between each of the existing public spaces 
fragments.

Highlight: 
Distinctive “Urban Orchard”

Distinctive Orchard    
Edible Landscape

A Fragmented Orchard Plan
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