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The municipality of Leeuwarden, Stenden 
University and the NHL University in Leeuwarden 
want to unite knowledge and knowledge 
education. The location for this is situated along 
the Northern traffic ring of Leeuwarden, on the 
Knowledge Campus (Kenniscampus in Dutch. 
Both universities have their headquarters on the 
campus and are connected to each other by the 
Knowledge Square (Kennisplein). A promenade, 
located between the swimming pool and the 
existing mill, connects the building ensemble in 
the green park setting.

The public domain on the campus forms the 
social and spatial adhesive. At the start of 
the assignment for the garden of the NHL 
University, the space threatened to fall apart in 
loose elements. The spatial surroundings would 
become an accumulation of fragments, whereby 
each fragment represents a different statement. 
This approach more and more starts to resemble 
the way we approach and accommodate our 
daily living environment. In the design for the 
NHL University we searched for cohesion.

Fragmentation of images and spaces, a fact that 
more and more determines the perception of our 
daily surroundings. Still, the approach where 
cohesion is sought for in a spatial, social sense 
and atmosphere still seems successful. It is also 
the starting point for the campus of the NHL 
University.

In cooperation with Architectuurstudio 
Hertzberger, a design for the outdoor space 
was made. In this design, a firm green mass 

was placed as an antithesis to this impressive 
building. The building is situated at a small 
location, sandwiched between the traffic ring of 
Leeuwarden, the peat river Ee and the Knowledge 
Square.

The building is located slightly elevated in the 
landscape, at the Knowledge Square. The garden 
is somewhat uneven and slowly runs from the 
indoor spaces down to the river Ee and the traffic 
ring. A low soil wall along the ring enlarges the 
intimacy of the garden. The garden is part of 
large campus buildings along the Ee and the 
Dammelaan. All buildings are surrounded by a 
narrow green plinth and form an extension of the 
park ‘The Old Cemetery’ (de Oude Begraafplaats) 
and the campus zone along the Ee.

Around the amorphous former school building, 
a new rectangular picture frame on legs will 
be placed. Because of the new structure of the 
building, a lot of program can be added to the 
relatively small location. Due to this, indoor 
spaces come about, a large joint space around, 
and interspaces underneath the building. 

The design for the school garden is inspired by 
the architectonical problem of the building. The 
new frame on legs around the building, stops the 
fragmentation of the spaces. We continue this 
in the design for the outdoor space and search 
for cohesion.  For the answer and the desire to 
keep a constant contact with the ‘outdoors’ we 
have sought the solution in the design of the 
building’s surroundings. Starting point for the 
image is a green open space with lots of trees 
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of different ages, in a limited amount of species. 
The floor will become green, with the building on 
top of it. We use the metaphor of the forest for 
the image of the garden. Mainly white flowering 
cherries and birches are planted, which connect 
beautifully to the light and open character of the 
building.

To let the spaces continue for as long as 
possible, we made long connections from inside 
out, running underneath the building. The stripes 
thus the routes that run underneath the frame 
together form the park network with a theatre, 
basketball court and a long bench by the water 
at the intersections.

Of course, underneath the frame of the building, 
which is placed on wedges, no grass will grow. 
Large squares of artificial turf that proceed 
underneath the building avoid dark, dismal 
spaces. This way, a light, green floor comes 
about, the basis of the garden. The artificial turf is 
soft, invites to repose and pause, underneath the 
frame. In the artificial turf lay grouped concrete 
blocks of different sizes to sit on.

At the North side of the new building, the frame 
is cut open, whereby the interior of the school 
becomes visible. In this space, the pond is 
made, which immediately forms a natural 
barrier between the school’s sun terrace and its 
surrounding area. The natural vegetation along 
the edges of the pond connects the bat corridor 
to the park area behind. The pond is fed with 
water from the roof and the surplus is discharged 
to the river Ee.

The terrace is constructed from large modules 
of various sizes. Along the edges, the concrete 
modules slowly disappear into the water and 
serve as stairs to sit on.  In the module pattern, 
holes are made in which ferns, birches and 
alders are planted. On the terrace sits a long, 
stone table and in the floor, two chess-boards 
were etched into the orange epoxy.
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