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Clear tissue
Mechelen Centrum Impulse encompasses more 
than just making visible the invisible and thus 
reducing the flow in the streets of the city. It is 
also about defining space types and making 
qualitative public space. In the urban fabric urban 
radians play an important role. Sint Katelijnestraat 
with the other adjacent square around the Sint 
Katelijne Church and the Hoogstraat starting at 
the Brusselse Poort to the Dijle are radials already 
redone. And the Lange Schipstraat, the southern 
shore, has been redesigned with a special 
attention to the relationship with the Dijle.

Making area’s
In addition to the projects that mainly revolve 
around creating length and tangible curved 
the pattern of the urban fabric, there are also a 
number of qualitative spaces at the center of 
Mechelen added. We can mention the small 
stack along the Lange Schipstraat, Sint Katelijne 
Cemetery, de Stadsheimelijkheid, the Ganzendries 
as well as also the Korenmarkt.

The Korenmarkt is a square with many historical 
meaning. It is one of the oldest squares of the 
city from which the city was created, the dry sand 
ridge and was in earlier days an important trading 
place for amongst others grain.

OKRA designed the square so that the height 
difference to the Dijle tangible is made visible 
because it is a stepped square. The sand colored 
floor refers to the sand surface and the grain 
that was traded here. The Korenmarkt is again 
a destination. A place to enjoy and, above all, a 
square for the residents.

The public space of within the city of Mechelen 
is greatly renovated in recent years, undergoing 
a real metamorphosis; from anonymous city to a 
destination.

Mechelen Centrum Impulse has had an important 
role in this transformation. For each of the 
projects within the Centre Impulse an integrated 
approach towards archaeology, mobility on land 
and on water, tourism and regeneration of the 
city centre are all represented in our approach, 
vision and realised in the specific designs. 
The centre impulse consists of a number of 
individual projects comprising the Melaan, Sint 
Katelijnestraat, Hoogstraat-Korenmarkt, Lange 
Schipstraat and the Vlietenkelder. All designed by 
OKRA Landscape Architects.

Water in the city
In 2005 within the framework of the European 
Initiative Water in Historic city centers, OKRA 
started in opening up the Melaan in Mechelen. After 
Melaan the Sint Katelijnestraat was redesigned 
by OKRA where the stream is represented at the 
Stadsheimelijkheid (square) by a large water table. 
On the floor is a beautiful accent line with the 
typical droplet pattern, which can also be found 
on the seat edge of the Melaan, these accent 
lines mark the streams that cannot be opened.

Besides the Melaan and the water table in the 
Sint Katelijnestraat OKRA designs the stream in 
the Zelestraat where part of the stream again 
will be opened in the street. In addition, a shorter 
length of the vault of the stream is made visible 
as part of showing the historical stratification of 
Mechelen.

Underneath the IJzerenleen is also a former 
stream. By transforming the vault underneath 
the IJzerenleen into Vliet Cellar again a piece of 
history and an old stream is revealed in the city 
center. In the vault of the stream is a large room, 
which serves as an exhibition space.
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Around the Grote Markt lies a cluster of squares 
and small streets. This is the historic core fabric 
of the city, in which the Grote Markt, IJzerenleen, 
Vismarkt, Melaan, Schoenmarkt and Saint 
Rombout’s Cathedral Square will form one of the 
central circuits.

These locations all have their own meaning in the 
historical fabric. Within this, the Melaan will acquire 
the allure of water, as a result of the reconstruction 
of the historic stream that will form an element of 
the city centre. The newly laid out Melaan will 
then exude an attractive atmosphere that invites 
one to linger and quietly enjoy. The public space 
will become the showpiece of the city, so that 
the city centre will attract more people from the 
wider city and the region than it does now. The 
Melaan will become a tangible element within the 
network of historic public spaces in the city centre 
of Mechelen.

In fact, the development of the Melaan does 
not only mean the opening up of a stream in 
the centre of the city, but also the creation of a 
new location with meaning. It will become a new 
quayside in the heart of the city: a quay along 
which people will live, on which people will work, 
where small boats will have their moorings, where 
people will take a stroll. It is also a quay that 
offers opportunities for long-term transformation, 
both in the buildings and in the public space. The 
atmosphere of the quay will be made unique by 
the materials that reflect the old stream. Here 
you can experience water in the midst of the city 
bustle. The stream and the quay need to reflect 
a feeling of encounter between the city and 
the water. It will be a quayside for strolling and 
peaceful recreation. This calls for an attractive 
and balanced layout, with fine historic materials 
and appealing street furniture.

The Melaan is a special space in the city centre 
of Mechelen. The profile of the space has an 
asymmetrical character. The road hugs the 
southern gable walls, and many of the walls on the 
northern side are blank. The reconstruction of the 
stream will only reinforce this character. The blank 
walls stand in the water, as it were, and a water 
channel runs through the space on one side. This 
beautiful asymmetrical scene is the inspiration for 
the design.height is created, which functions as a 
low bench to sit on. In some parts of the Melaan 
the bench disappears, and automatically leads to 
the high quay via steps.

MELAAN 
MECHELEN CENTRUM IMPULSE | OKRA
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The Korenmarkt is located on the south bank of 
the Dijle and the main square is on Hoogstraat.

The Korenmarkt is the most urban area in this 
part of town where bars, restaurants and shops 
form the walls of the square. In the centre of the 
square stands a kiosk and along the edges of the 
square there are terraces. Emphasis is on catering 
and terraces. The location of the square in the city 
is unique. It lies on the edge of the sand ridge of 
the banks of the Dijle. The present height of the 
square makes it visible. The height of the square is 
the goal for the new facility. The Korenmarkt will 
take the form of a lazy step.

The stairs slowly walks down to the Dijle. At the 
bottom of the square a kiosk is integrated in 
the design. The Korenmarkt is a green square 
in the range of areas of Schoenmarkt to the 
Brusselsepoort. Fragments of evergreen planting 
separate  the terraces from the square. There 
are a few strategic trees scattered through the 
square. The Korenmarkt should mainly provide 
space in this dense part of town.

The Korenmarkt is located on the south bank 
of the Dijle and forms the central square at the 
Hoogstraat. It lies on the edge of the sand ridge 
on the banks of the Dijle. The present height 
difference of the square makes it visible. The 
height difference of the square is the motive for 
the new facility. The Korenmarkt will take the 
form of a lazy step.

HOOGSTRAAT-KORENMARKT
MECHELEN CENTRUM IMPULSE | OKRA
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By transforming the vault underneath the 
IJzerenleen into a museum space in the centre 
of Mechelen, the old brook and part of the history 
of Mechelen are again exposed. The legislative 
history of the IJzerenleen is illustrative and at 
the same time forms a starting point for the 
new museum. Arching over the brook isn’t the 
product of just one intervention, but an evolved 
construction. The museum space underneath the 
IJzerenleen exposes this evolution.

The original, natural brook that was underneath 
what we now know as the IJzerenleen. Firstly, the 
brook was used as a harbour, but during the course 
of time there was an increasing need for a market 
place in the town centre. The culverted further. 
The construction was adjusted to the desires of 
the moment based on functional arguments. This 
also applies to the transformation of the vault into 
a shelter during World War 2. 

In the transformation of the canalised brook into 
a museum space, highlights the history of the 
IJzerenleen is the starting point for the design. 
The IJzerenleen is situated on the museum 
axis of Mechelen. This “Champs Elysées” lies in 
the extension of the Hoogstraat. Together, the 
streets form a town radius. The Hoogstraat is 
redecorated with a clear lining throughout the 
entire profile. The public area of the Ijzerenleen 
already has a beautiful and qualitatively good 
decoration by itself and will get a clear relation to 
the Hoogstraat. The museum axis is characterised 
by a sequence of special moments: the gate of 
Brussels, the Ganzendries, the Korenmarkt, the 
Grootbrug and the former town hall as finishing 
point. The Vliet Museum on the IJzerenleen forms 
a new moment on the museum axis. Although 
the space is firstly designed as a museum that 
can only be accessed with a city guide, on the 
long term we would like to see the museum 
evolve into a full worthy public museum. A space 
for the town, its inhabitants and visitors, that tells a 
story about the past.

By interpreting the entrances as a trapdoor, a 
metaphor for the opening of the basements of 
the houses in the vicinity and by not making a 
construction in the public area, the intervention is 
subtle. 

A beautiful contradiction that portrays the 
relationship between the aerial and underground 
world of the town.

VLIETENKELDER
MECHELEN CENTRUM IMPULSE | OKRA



WLA #08



WLA #08

The river Dijle is of great importance for the 
history of Mechelen. Right through the center 
flows the River Dijle. The river with its Dijle Tablets 
provide a physical barrier in the fabric of the city, 
but is also a fast connection from the surrounding 
countryside, along the city park ‘The Botanique’ to 
the center. The Lange Schipstraat is the part of 
this route that was designed by OKRA, and part 
of this route over the Dijle Tablets.

However on the Lange Schipstraat, the city, just 
like in many other places in the city, has turned 
away from the water. The tide turned for all the 
water in Mechelen, and the city goes back to the 
Dijle.
Like many of the other refurbished streets in the 
center of Mechelen, the route is characterized by 
the curved trace, which finds its roots in the erratic 
course of the Dijle and the brooks.
Another reference to the presence of water in 
the Lange Schipstraat is the presence of former 
warehouses of the Dijle. The two sites located 
between the Dijle and the Lange Schipstraat 
are former stacking locations where cargo was 
stored for international shipments. The cargo 
was shipped from the quayside and from there 
transported to its final destination.

A grid of blocks is a representation thereof. The 
blocks make the space a sculpture by alternating 
them to perform as high, low block, a block to sit 
on or boomspiegel. The blocks refer to different 
types of cargo, which were stored here in the 
past. The blocks refer to crates, carried out in 
different heights. Some blocks receive a tarpaulin 
in the form of a wooden deck.
The blocks are always executed in stone and 
refer to the stone that was shopped over the Dijle 
and from which the city is built.
The existing lime trees are incorporated into the 
design. It is a quiet place in the urban core fabric 
of Mechelen, where people can enjoy the sun at 
the waterside.

LANGE SCHIPSTRAAT 
MECHELEN CENTRUM IMPULSE | OKRA
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