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Hidden and tucked away in the landscape the main
defence line forms a secret line. There has never
been talk of a continuous lining. The main resistance
line in a way is just an unclear and diffuse line.
The main defence line is a special line; hidden and
tucked away in the landscape it forms a secret line.

The line is part of the “New Dutch waterline”. At
the construction the existing embankments and
natural depressed areas are used as much as

possible. Therefore the Dutch Waterline can be

divided into three zones, the lake area or the Vecht
area, the Collar of Utrecht and the river area. Each
characterized by its own landscape and defence
system. The line contains intensive and extensively
defended zones. In its totality it forms a complex
system of elements. Spread along the line are a
sequel of citadels, an enormous amount of smaller
objects such as sluices and other water-scientific
works and the later added casemates. Not directly

visible, but an essential part of the inundation

system, are a large number of cuts to be made in
the embankments.

Landscapes offer opportunities

The main resistance line runs through three different
landscapes and behaves different in each one.
The Dutch Waterline complies with the underlying
landscape. The three landscapes offer different
opportunities for the imagination of the Main
defence line. The elaborate water in the Vecht area
and the lake area offer an opportunity to see the
waterline in a state of inundation. The opportunity
around Utrecht is the large number of recreants who
are able to reach the Main defence line in a short
period of time. The Main defence line is intertwined
n in the urban tissue. The opportunity for the river
area is hidden in the relatively continuous lines over
the side dikes. The feeling of a continuous Main
defence line is strongest there.

Especially in the river area it’s possible to extricate
the relationship between Main defence line and
intensifying in the form of access, citadels and
casemates.

Interventions

For the full 85 kilometre the line gets a report of
scenic and recreational articulation. The ongoing
bicycle route will follow the trace of the main
resistance line as much as possible. In a functional
way it is about creating a continuous line, which is
important, because of the large number of cuts and
parallel adjoining infrastructure. A lot depends on
the first impression of the route.

The poetic side of our approach is creating a
‘cut as a sign of intervention’. By making cuts,

particularisation can be connected to explanation.

The means of a cut is suitable, to make (partially
hidden) systems visible.

Elaboration of two special places

The Gageldijk

The access defended by fort De Gagel was one
of many that were pointed out with a cut to fasten
the inundation process. A long and narrow water-
table is made through the dike, accommodating a
thin membrane of water. With an excellent cutting
edge on both sides, an increased water level is
represented. Because the table asymmetrically
cuts the access, the view of the person passing is
directed to the Southern directions, where the line
of the cut is continued in a platform directed to the
openness. The line connects to an existing path and
ends with a viewpoint from which one has a beautiful
view of the scattered series of bunkers in the field.
A winding path leads the person back along fort De
Gagel; a side path takes them to fort Ruigenhoek.
The covered community road at Fort Honswijk
connects a number of defence works at the North-
side of the Lek, as part of the New Dutch Waterline.
The water, the roads and the embankments have a
hidden purpose, which is put back on stage within
the scope of the recreational development of the
New Dutch Waterline. Besides reconstruction of the
buildings, re-profiling the earthen bank and making a
viewpoint, partial recreational use can be enhanced
by improving cycle and foot paths.

The Covered Community Road at Fort Honswijk
is not a damming embankment, but a defence
embankment. The main defence line as a system
calls for particularization and explanation, much
more then concrete lining. By adding the “cut’
through the embankment, the defensive character
of the embankment has been made experiencable
and a short walk is made possible. The water lying
behind becomes accessible by an entrance through
the cut in the ground. Southwards, a series of step

stones form a staircase over the embankment,

making the defence work accessible.

With that, the plan for the main defence line is
based on making intervention producing a readable
landscape, by which the line does become special
but not always and everywhere.

Fort Tienhoven

The landscape around Fort Tienhoven has a rich
history. The current spatial construction is the result
of this legislative history. The use of the landscape
has gradually changed over time, whereby the
image of the landscape changes. For the New Dutch
Waterline, the line perspective has been drawn
up, which adapts to the future changes in the line
landscape.

Fort Tienhoven was built in 1848-1850 and consisted
of a defensible guardhouse of 15 x 15 meters. Its
purpose was the closure of the Tienhovensche Vaart
and to guard the adjoining inundation quay, a dam
sluice and the Kraaiennester sluice. Next to the
citadel, two entrenchments were constructed.

Utrecht — Lunetten

The Lunetten are part of the first belt of defence-
works around Utrecht, the construction was started
in 1822. In 1843, the railway to Arnhem was added to
that. The four Lunetten form a special part of the New
Dutch Waterline; you will find this form of defence
nowhere else in the line. Since the area in front of
the Lunetten (the Houtense Vlakte) was difficult to
inundate, it was necessary to add more fortifications.
Besides there were two important accesses here (the
Kromme Rijn and the Koningsweg) that needed to be
defended.

The current technical state of the Lunetten is
mediocre. The direction of development of possible
sustainable destinations for the Lunetten is still
unclear. Besides that, this area also has to deal with
developments such as the construction of the HOV-
lane and a railway doubling. Further, there is a lot
of national attention for the New Dutch Waterline as
completeness and the NDW is also mentioned as an
important aspect in the municipal plans such as the
Structural Vision and the Green Structure plan.
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